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When he was Prime Minister, in 1923, he crushed the
Macedonian terrorists, and again, in 1925, he suppressed
with great severity the Communist conspiracy which led
to a horrible outrage in Sofia Cathedral He is a personal
enemy of M. Gregori Dimitrov, the (Bulgarian) Secretary-
General of the Comintern, and is also said to be " wanted "
by the Grand Orient. ... No wonder he sits with his
back to the wall.

The Bulgarians appear to be a gentle people. They live
mainly on milk and vegetables (there are fourteen vege-
tarian restaurants in Sofia), and they are famous for their
strength and long life. One would imagine that they had
had enough of fighting, from 1908 to 1918, but appear-
ances are deceptive. A week after my visit the Chief of
Staff of the Bulgarian Army was shot dead outside the
Sobraniye. Fingers are quick on the trigger everywhere
in the Balkans.*

In Roumania, also, with her 1,700,000 Magyars and
Germans in Transylvania, her 900,000 frightened Jews,
her 500,000 Bulgarians, and her 500,000 still-obstreperous
pro-German Iron Guard, dangerous passions exist below
an apparently contented surface. I found the following
notice by my bedside in the Splendid Park Hotel: f

" In accordance with the Law for Maintaining Public Order
we would call the attention of guests to the necessity of

* When I was in the Skupshtina in Belgrade I was told:
" Things have been quiet lately. It is three years since anyone
shot at the Prime Minister." On that occasion the would-be
assassin missed Ms mark; but in 1928, Stephan Raditch, leader
of the Croat Opposition, was not so fortunate, for he was mur-
dered during a sitting of Parliament.

t Which is neither splendid, nor a park, but a decent modern
hotel.